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Abstract

Ecotourism activities are considered one of the important tools for achieving sustainable development, as they contribute
to stimulating the local economy, preserving natural resources, and maintaining a balance between environmental and
social growth. This study aimed to explore the ecotourism potential of Nineveh Governorate and how it can be invested
to achieve sustainability. The most important findings of the study indicate that Nineveh possesses numerous and diverse
natural assets such as forests and water bodies. However, these assets are rapidly deteriorating due to human activities,
urban expansion, and climatic factors such as climate change and pollution. The study also reveals a weakness in
governmental planning to support ecotourism. It recommends the necessity of developing a strategy to improve this
sector, activating partnerships between the public and private sectors, establishing nature reserves, enhancing
infrastructure, and raising community awareness about the importance of environmental sustainability.
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