Al-Nahda Scientific Journal
VOL.03 NO. 1 2026

Foalal) Liagl) daa
Al-Nahda Scientific Journal

Journal homepage :https://ous.edu.ly/Journal/index.php/OUSJ

(1951-1943) duall) Cfiadll abead) lladl) B dufys :Babaually JOUEILY) Lday

Shadll didall ae i 2
\:\:\:ﬁ ‘Lé..\u E\&Alé ck._\\f}“ Z\:AS

Abd.mohammed2@sebhau.edu.ly :aluyll Jg sSY) b0

oedlall

Biaall Lanpeail) 875al) (DUA Al DUy CBad pasbandd) i) (gl Jabaills Aadyall s38 sl
Alatie At g A)n8 (Pl sad el 208 1 Al g0 ped) Bglatie 1951 51943 ale o

"(Lale W13 S s ol Taas (0 A1 OB 2 gehe o Ladlie 4350 IS (e Ganll (3l
zeie Adie by Babud) Aandag Algal) JS& Jon Anlia (55 o Lol Aalu (@ floating signifier)
Lo Al gy jaladd) (e de ganal’ (Critical Discourse Analysis — CDA) (gaaill (aladll Jula
el sl o 28,50 030 Jalas (Baaas V1 Glslly cilelia¥) jualaay iall @by iy
eEY) DUl e dysll Bangl) (1) 105 anathy Slilan S Jon ona Alasall el bl

gl olallailly dda g pinall 5alaaal) Jilie Zallaall 52bdd) (3) el ysgantly LSy Alsall S5 (2)
Gl hlaml UsSy ol dumsas s ) sasiall Ll ASLadlly 1951 i o ) &byl palds

iy olgies TSl Lhad Lllas caw €' (A Historic Compromise) 4ol dugudd’ zl Jy casly
& Aullaall gl o3 elgial & (S leda) PAA (g Awia] LSue aclshy il laa B Salaww
Aol ZaaBY ) Ll A1 sdal) agdl Las Dl Canll 3% elgla po Yy sulll A5l Ay
Bpalaall bd (Je i JIEY (A

(N cabandd) QY ¢ ubaad) GUaRl Julas cAlgall oLy cCuand) L 55 sdualidal) cilall)

A gicdl Ayl (5aluud)

The debate on independence and sovereignty: A study of the political
discourse of Libyan parties (1943-1951)

Abdullah Abdul Jalil Al-Shaibani
Faculty of Arts, University of Sebha, Libya
*Corresponding Email: Abd.mohammed2@sebhau.edu.ly

Abstract

This study critically analyzes the political discourse of Libyan parties and political blocs during the formative period
between 1943 and 1951, moving beyond the conventional narrative that portrays the struggle for independence as a
homogeneous national movement. The research is guided by a central problem: the concept of “independence” was not
a singular goal but a “floating signifier” subject to contestation among competing visions regarding the shape of the
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state and the nature of sovereignty. Using Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) on a range of primary sources—including
party statements, meeting minutes, and archival documents—the paper argues that Libyan political discourse during this
period revolved around three main dialectics: (1) immediate national unity versus regional autonomy, (2) the form of the
state—monarchy versus republic, and (3) absolute sovereignty versus sovereignty conditioned by international alliances.
The study concludes that the 1951 Constitution and the establishment of the United Kingdom of Libya were not the

victory of a single political discourse, but the result of a historic compromise, which enshrined a federal and
constitutional monarchy while accepting constrained sovereignty under foreign treaties and military agreements. By
showing how these discursive tensions were contained within the structure of the nascent state rather than fully resolved,
the research provides an analytical framework for understanding the historical roots of the regional and political divisions
that continue to affect contemporary Libya.

Keywords: Modern Libyan history, state-building, political discourse analysis, political parties, independence,
sovereignty, federalism, Senussi
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