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Linguistic Texts: Between Authenticity and Tradition. Ali.

This study examines the issue of linguistic didactic poems between originality and imitation within the broader
context of educational versification. Such texts represent a form of didactic poetry intended to facilitate the
memorization and transmission of knowledge. The study defines these didactic texts as versified compositions
devoid of emotion and imagination, focusing instead on the concise presentation of a specific discipline in order to
aid memorization and comprehension. One of the most prominent examples is Alfiyyat Ibn Malik in Arabic
grammar.The research reviews scholarly opinions concerning the origins of this genre. Some scholars argue that it
was influenced by Indian or Greek cultures, citing the didactic poetry of Hesiod and Horace. Others trace its roots
back to the pre-Islamic era, referring to the works of Umayyah ibn Abi al-Salt and ‘Adi ibn Zayd, which contain
doctrinal and historical themes. A third group attributes its beginnings to the Umayyad period, particularly in the
rajaz poetry of Ru’bah ibn al-‘Ajjaj, while others consider it an Abbasid innovation that flourished alongside the
maturation of the scientific movement.The study ultimately supports the view that didactic poetic texts are
authentically rooted in Arab heritage, having developed gradually until reaching their peak during the Abbasid era.
It highlights their key characteristics—semantic conciseness, systematic compilation of scholarly issues, and
enhancement of memorization skills—while also addressing criticisms concerning complexity and obscurity. The
study concludes that such texts constitute an effective educational tool that requires explanation and guided
instruction, rather than being an end in themselves.

Keywords: Didactic texts, linguistic didactic poems, didactic poetry, authenticity of heritage, origins of versification.
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